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priests than to any other section of the people. The laws as
regards leprosy are usually quoted as masterly examples of
diagnostic acumen and hygienic instinct. But Mr. Snowman
points out that the description of the disease as given in
Leviticus does not correspond with that now kinown as
leprosy, and it may be added that the skin complaint of
which Miriam and other distinguished sufferers were cured
by balneological treatment, was in all probability psoriasis.
As regards the isolation of " lepers " as prescribed by Moses,
their uncleanliness must again have been more ceremonial
than sanitary, for if a bridegroom became subject to the
disease on the day of his marriage he was excused from sub-
mitting himself for examination for one week, and the
occurrence of a festival warranted the delay of the priestly
inspection till its close. Isolation must, therefore, in this
case also have been more for moral than hygienic reasons, and
it will be noticed that the priests, who were the persons to
be particularly excluded from contact with a dead body, were
the investigators of supposed cases of leprosy. The case for
the Jews in regard to the proscription of diseased meat, and
in some other instances, rests on a firmer basis, and Mr.
Snowman considers that the comparative immunity of the
race from consumption is due to increased resisting power
resulting from the observance of the sanitary laws laid down
in the Pentateuch. The essay, though of necessity little
more than a magazine sketch, is well worth reading, and we
hope that Mr. Snowman will see his way at a future date to
embody his extensive knowledge in a more permanent
form.
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A SURGICAL NEEDLE DESIGNED TO HOLD A SINGLE
THREAD.

MR. W. D. CALVERT forwards us a description of a surgical
needle which he has designed to hold a single thread. The
accompanying illustration shows a diagram of a section of a
round needle characterised by a central conical canal, having
its apex upwards in the bead beyond the eye. Fig. I shows
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the conical canal; 2, the knotted silk in process of threading;
3,the knot in place. When threading the needle a simple
knot should be tied in the silk as tightly as possible, and the
loose end beyond the knot cut off flush with the knot; the
needle should then be threaded from the eye towards the bead
and the silk pulled until the knot is concealed within the

central canal. The knot becomes wedged in the canal, and
cannot slip up or down; it can, however, be easily pushed
through the transverse eye with the point of a needle. There
is no difficulty in threading with silk of a suitable size. The
sizes made are from that of an ordinary sewing needle (about
22 millimetres), which sized needle can take eitherfine silk
or a horsehair. In the latter case the hair should be wetted,
and the thick end passed through a flame to produce an
olivary bead, whichl answers all the purposes of the tight
knot. Mr. Calvert's object has been to produce a round
needle especially adapted for peritoneal and cosmetic surgery,
and the advantages claimed for this needle are (i) a single
instead of double thread, (2) the needle cannot slip off the
thread; (3) a diminution of bulk at the eye, thereby producing
the minimum of disturbance of the parts during the passage
of the loaded needle through the serous coat or other delicate
tissue. After use the needles should be dipped in hot water,
and put away threaded with dry silk.
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THE APOTHECARIES' HALL, DUBLIN.
THE first business upon the agenda (which occupied the
whole of the day) was the consideration of the renewed
application of the Apothecaries' Hall of Dublin, at the sug-
gestion of the Privy Council, for the appointment of assistant
examiners in medicine and surgery.
A report from the solicitor was read, giving briefly the

facts of the matter.
The application from the Apothecaries' Hall was read,

which stated that the Hall was prepared to act upon the
recommendation of the Privy Council to submit names of
proposed examiners in medicine for the General Medical
Council to approve. Their desire was by every means in
their power to raise to and maintain at a high level
the sufficiency of their examinations, and they would
co-operate with the General Medical Council in tak-
ing any requisite steps towards that end. With re-
gard to medicine, they suggested James Byrne Cole-
man, M.B., Master in Surgery, Examiner in Medicine, Royal
University, Ireland, Physician to Jervis Street Hospital, and
E. R.* Townsend, M.B.T.C.D., Professor of Medicine to
Queen's College, Cork, Physician to Cork Infirmary, or H.
Auchinleck, M.D., F.R.C.S.I., Physician to Mercer's Hospital,
Dublin. If the Council preferred to substitute other gentle-
men the Hall would be pleased to defer their wishes. The
Hall further suggested as assistant examiners in surgery-
Francis T. Heuston, M.D.R.U.I., F.R.C.S.I. and M.R.C.S.I.,
Surgeon to the Adelaide Hospital, and F. Conway Dwyer,
M.B., B.S.T.C.D., Surgeon to Jervis Street Hospital. The
names of the examiners whom the Hall would appoint in
other subjects were not given, but the representative upon
the Council was furnished with a list, and would be prepared
to submit them for approval in the same way. The Hall be-
lieved that if the General Medical Council would appoint
assistant examiners in suwgery and medicine, such examiners
would, with the examiners to be appointed by the Hall, con-
stitute an examining Board, who would maintain a standard
of efficiency satisfactory to the General Medical Council.
Dr. CHARLES TICHBORNE, the [representative of the Hall,

then moved:
That the application contained in the-memorial of May 25th, presented

by the Apothecaries' Hall of Ireland to the General Medical Council,
that the Council should appoint Assistant Examiners in Medicine and
Surgery, be agreed to.
He said that in accordance with the suggestion of the Privy
Council the Hall now presented what might be termed an
amended memorial, adding the names of examiners in
medicine. The Apothecaries' Hall had been said to be the


